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TABLE 3-2   Child and Household Poverty, 1974-1990
Rate of Poverty
Demographic groups
Lowest (year)       Highest (year)        1990
All children under 18
White Black Hispanic
All married-couple families (with children under 18)
White Black Hispanic
All female heads of household (with children under 18)
White Black Hispanic
15.4 (1974)
11.2(1974) 39.8 (1974) 27.6 (1978)
5.9(1978)
5.2(1978) 12.0(1978) N/A
39.6 (1979)
31.3 (1979) 53.9 (1989)
N/A
22.3 (1983)
17.5  (1983)
47.6  (1982) 40.3 (1985)
10.1 (1983)
9.2(1983) 18.0 (1983) N/A
47.8 (1982)
20.6
15.9 44.8 38.4
7.1 14.3 20.8
44.5
39.8 (1983, 1986)  37.9 63.7 (1982)            56.1
N/A                      58.2
NOTE:  N/A, not available.
SOURCE:  Bureau of the Census (1991a:Tables 3 and 4).
over, only about 25 percent of mothers who are owed child : port payments from fathers actually receive full payment; 24 cent receive no payment at all. Less educated and minority im ers are less likely to receive child support payments than educated and nonrninority mothers (U.S. Congress, 1991:666; Garfi: and McLanahan, 1986).
Two-Parent Households
Even for two-parent households, working does not guarante escape from poverty if both parents have earnings at or near minimum wage. In 1990, more than 59 percent of all poor f; lies had one worker, but 18 percent had two or more workers still remained poor (Bureau of the Census, 199la). Table 3-4 sb characteristics of working poor households. The next group, t] partially employed or unemployed, constitute 35 percent of